
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5935 September 28, 2013 
Kristy: 
My hardworking husband can only find 

temporary contract work. No one wants to 
hire permanent positions, and those that do 
have permanent positions are hard to even 
get an interview with. I hope it doesn’t last 
long. We have a baby due in mid-October, 
and already have three children. 

Joseph: 
I expect my employer will not be able to 

afford future raises due to the enormous ex-
pense he has to pay under ObamaCare. 

Victoria: 
My husband has not been able to get a job 

because folks are not hiring due to 
ObamaCare. They are actually laying people 
off. My parents are elderly and they have 
three doctors who have quit medicine be-
cause of ObamaCare. So no, Mr. Poe, it is not 
the greatest thing ever. 

April says this: 
Since the implementation of ObamaCare, I 

have not been able to find a job. No one 
wants to hire a permanent position. Every-
thing is part-time or temporary for all those 
jobs, and they also tell me that I’m over-
qualified. I think the whole ObamaCare 
thing needs to be done away with. 

Genelle says: 
My husband and I are in our seventies. Our 

copays for prescriptions have doubled. Our 
doctor told us that he will not be able to 
treat us with the same quality we now get 
when ObamaCare goes into full steam. 

Mary Lou probably said it the best. 
She said: 

Ted, we pray even more fervently that we 
just don’t get sick. 

Those are some responses of people 
out there who actually work for a liv-
ing and are concerned about health 
care. They’re not so sold on this. 

So here we are, on this Saturday 
afternoon, and the President is spend-
ing time negotiating with the Iranians 
about things in Iran. He’s spending 
time negotiating with the Russians 
about things that are going on in 
Syria. But he won’t negotiate with 
Congress. I don’t get that. 

Why doesn’t he come over here to the 
House? Let’s sit down on an informal 
basis and just chat about the problems 
we have. Is it the idea that the people 
of Syria and Russia and Iran are more 
important to talk with than Members 
of Congress? I don’t get it. 

Like Mary Lou said, ‘‘ObamaCare: we 
just don’t want to get sick.’’ 

And now, today, we’re facing a debt 
ceiling problem, we’re facing a con-
tinuing to fund the Federal Govern-
ment problem, we have ObamaCare 
that gives special treatment for about 
1,200 groups that got waivers. None of 
these people I mentioned got waivers. 
Let’s talk about those things. Let’s 
find out. And maybe we can work out 
something. But let’s at least talk. 

So, Mr. Speaker, you’re in good with 
the President. Give him a phone call. 
Ask him to come over here and chat 
this afternoon with the House—the 
Democrats, the Republicans—and let’s 
work something out about the con-
tinuing resolution, about the debt ceil-
ing, but at least let’s talk and nego-
tiate and not refuse to talk to even 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

AT A CROSSROADS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MICA) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, it’s Saturday 
morning and we’re here in the House of 
Representatives in an unusual session. 
I’m glad some people had the oppor-
tunity to go home last night and come 
back this morning. 

Some people say, Oh, this is unusual 
duty, you’re working hard, and all of 
that. And I say to them that I rep-
resent the millions of people across the 
United States who are going to work, 
sometimes at midnight, work all night, 
and get up in the morning and go to 
work at 6 o’clock. They’re struggling 
to put food on the table. They’re strug-
gling to educate their children. They’re 
struggling to pay their mortgage and 
keep their home and their family to-
gether. 

So I believe that it’s Congress’ re-
sponsibility, and there’s no question 
about it that we work—we work on 
Saturday, we work on Sunday, we work 
on Monday, and we’ll work until we get 
this situation resolved. 

Now where are we? We’re at a cross-
roads. Rarely, in the history of our Na-
tion, have we come to a crossroads like 
this. We have the biggest government 
program probably since World War II in 
ObamaCare and the President’s health 
care plan going into effect in a few 
days. We have the government running 
out of money in a few days, on October 
1. And then we have the country facing 
a financial deficit in less than 2 weeks. 

So this is an important crossroads. 
We need to get it right because there 
are a lot of hardworking Americans 
counting on us. 

We must avoid the biggest govern-
ment takeover of health care or any 
segment of our economy in history. We 
must avoid forcing people into part- 
time employment and the government 
making decisions about our health 
care. Even the unions are walking 
away from this plan now. We have a 
short time to accomplish that. 

The deficit is $17 trillion, and they 
want to extend it almost another tril-
lion—$900 billion—for 1 year. Since the 
beginning of the Obama administra-
tion, in 5 years, we’ve gone from $9 tril-
lion to $17 trillion in debt—almost dou-
bling it. 

Finally, funding the government. We 
must keep the government open. We 
must be responsible stewards for the 
public. But the spending spree in Wash-
ington has to stop. Republicans have 
held the line. We need to hold the line 
responsibly. We can cut waste, we can 
cut inefficiencies, and we can make 
government accountable to the people. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 28 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Dear Lord, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. 
We come to You as a Nation in the 

midst of great uncertainty and worry. 
As people look for causes and solu-
tions, the temptation is great to seek 
ideological position. 

We ask that You might send Your 
Spirit of peace and reconciliation, that 
instead of ascendancy over opponents, 
the Members of this people’s House and 
all elected to represent our Nation 
might work together humbly, recog-
nizing the best in each other’s hopes to 
bring to resolution the current impasse 
over the economy. 

Give Your Spirit of consolation to 
those who are concerned about the sta-
bility of their income, especially those 
who serve in our Armed Forces. May 
their welfare inspire those engaged in 
this debate to find fair and lasting so-
lutions. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. BEATTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

EPA REGULATIONS DRIVE UP 
ENERGY COSTS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 
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